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This lesson went better than I could have imagined.  I had the students bring their desks close to the front and that changed the entire feel of the class.  I was bold in telling the students they could pay attention if they wanted to (ie I said they could play on their phones or sleep but they
just couldn't distract others) but it paid off in that none of the students did that.

The students contributed often and I didn't even ask for hands because they waited to speak and listened to each other.  I would pose questions like "what does this cartoon mean to YOU?" and the students wouldn't answer right away.  They took their time and thought about it before speaking.

I will definitely use this lesson again.  The changes I'll make are: 1.  have the students write essays for homework.  There was not enough time to do them in class 2.  I'd like the students to know the Gettysburg Address before I bring it up on the day I teach this lesson so I'll get the students familiar with it the day before.  I think this might change the discussion dynamics 3.  I'd like to show the students clips of "Birth of a Nation".  Maybe even screen it?

This lesson had summative assessments (discussion) and formative assessments (essays).  Pam also observed this lesson being taught so check for feedback after she returns it.
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